Introduced by Council Member Love:


RESOLUTION 2012-176
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING WATER MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONS AS DELINEATED IN CHAPTER 373, FLORIDA STATUTES, AS THE STATUTES EXISTED PRIOR TO 2011 AND ADEQUATE FUNDING FOR WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICTS; OPPOSING CENTRALIZATION, COMMAND AND CONTROL OF REGIONAL AND LOCAL WATER RESOURCES WITHIN THE EXECUTIVE AND/OR LEGISLATIVE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT, OR BY A STATEWIDE BOARD OR AUTHORITY AND ANY EFFORT TO MOVE WATER FROM PUBLIC OWNERSHIP TO OWNERSHIP OR TOTAL CONTROL BY PRIVATE INTERESTS; DIRECTING THE CHIEF OF LEGISLATIVE SERVICES TO FORWARD THE RESOLUTION TO CERTAIN PUBLIC OFFICIALS; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
WHEREAS, water is vital to our life, health, and well-being; and

WHEREAS, adequate and properly managed water resources are essential to both our economy and environment; and

WHEREAS, the water management districts were established in Chapter 373, Florida Statutes, to manage water on a regional basis, to be overseen by governing boards comprised of lay citizens within the districts and appointed by the Governor; and

WHEREAS, Chapter 373, Florida Statutes, strongly discourages the transfer of water resources across water management district or county boundaries; and
WHEREAS, in 1998, the Florida Legislature enacted CS/SB 312 amending Chapter 373, Water Resources, Florida Statutes, imposing a mandate upon districts to encourage the use of water from sources nearest the area of use or application; and
WHEREAS, in Florida, our water resources belong to the public- all its citizens; it is not a commodity that can be bought and sold; and 
WHEREAS, the St. Johns Water Management District has conducted a study at the cost of $3.7 million to determine how much water can be removed from the St. Johns River without harming the river; and
WHEREAS, the St. Johns River is not only a natural resource but an economic driver for Northeast Florida, and the protection of the St. Johns River is important for the public health and economic lifestyle of the Jacksonville citizens; now therefore
BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville: 

Section 1.

Support. The Jacksonville City Council supports the water management structure and functions as delineated in Chapter 373, Florida Statutes, as the statutes existed prior to 2011.  The Council also supports adequate funding for the water management districts, such that they may accomplish their lawful missions of managing and protecting regional and local water resources. 

Section 2. 
Opposition. The Jacksonville City Council opposes the centralization, command and control of our regional and local water resources within the executive and/or legislative branches of government, or by a statewide board or authority. The Council also opposes any effort to move water from public ownership to ownership or total control by private interests.
Section 3.

Directing to forward. The Council hereby directs the City Council Secretary to forward copies of this resolution to Governor Rick Scott, the Speaker of the Florida House of Representatives, the President of the Florida Senate, and to the members of the Duval County Legislative Delegation.
Section 4.

Effective Date. This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Margaret M. Sidman
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